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Question:  Did the Quartet meeting discuss the advisability of convening an international Madrid-style conference on the Middle East? 

Foreign Minister Lavrov: There was discussed the need, as we indeed wrote it down in our decision, to impart practical resonance to the thesis that the Quartet should regularly plan its meetings with the parties themselves - the Israelis and Palestinians – and with the involvement of regional states, by which Saudi Arabia, Egypt and Jordan are meant in the first place.  I think that immediately after the trip of US Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice to the region, in the framework of which she is scheduled to meet with Ehud Olmert and Mahmoud Abbas and on which she will set out the positions as confirmed in today's statement of international mediators, we will again gather in the composition of the Quartet, because there is a common understanding and even an accord that, rather than meeting occasionally, the Quartet should establish a permanent follow-up mechanism. 

If you take a look at our present statement, then into its formulations is set the advisability of establishing a mechanism of international support that will consist of support to both the political process and the solution of economic problems in the Palestinian territories.  This is a qualitatively new stage in the work of the Quartet and generally in the entire settlement endeavor.  I hope that we shall be able to translate into practical language the political will that was present today in all without exception. 

So the question of the conference is not removed from the agenda.  Firstly, it has to be well prepared; we have always been calling for this.  Secondly, these accords that the Quartet should work regularly, with regional states to be regularly involved in its work, and that it is necessary to arrive at a format where the Palestinians and Israelis will also participate already broaden the multilateral character of our common efforts. 

Question:  Are there any chances before elections in the US for any bilateral accords to be inked on paper?  What kind of accords could those be? 

Foreign Minister Lavrov: We already have quite a few accords that are inked on paper following the St. Petersburg Summit and the meeting at Hanoi.  A bilateral WTO protocol has already been signed.  Today US President Bush expressly reiterated the accord to wrap up the multilateral negotiations in Geneva as soon as possible.  This is the last necessary stage for the completion of all formalities for our accession to the WTO. 

Apart from this multilateral trade block, a large block of accords that were reached last year concerns nuclear problems.  There is the whole range of decisions by the Russian and US presidents in this regard.  Firstly, their joint initiative to combat nuclear terrorism.  Secondly, their decisions, adopted in Hanoi, to develop a more robust nonproliferation regime so as to formulate, in addition to the Treaty on the Nonproliferation of Nuclear Weapons, supplementary ideas which will help to close the gaps that remain in the treaty itself.  And thirdly, the focus on developing multilateral principles in the area of providing nuclear fuel cycle services, where the parallel initiatives of Presidents Putin and Bush are now being implemented in tandem. 

There is another array of agreed-upon areas of cooperation which we would like to realize as quickly as possible.  They are accords in the sphere of defense technologies and space.  We would like to expand our space dialogue by including in it the aspects which can be linked to plans for military use of outer space.  The Americans have their own doctrine with regard to these issues.  We have an initiative, which we are advancing in the UN, on transparency and confidence-building measures in space.  Today we have found an understanding of the fact that even if not in all respects our views coincide on this aspect of space cooperation, we do need to have a talk about it. 

Question:  Was the theme of Iran touched upon during your bilateral meetings with US leaders? 

Foreign Minister Lavrov: Of course, the theme of Iran was discussed, as was Iraq, Afghanistan, and the nuclear problem of the Korean Peninsula.  On Iran we have an absolutely clear coincidence of the ultimate aim - to prevent a violation of the nonproliferation regime.  Simultaneously there is a need for continued coordination of the tactical line for advance towards this goal.  We agreed that we would continue our work in the Security Council by combining measures of diplomatic pressure on Teheran with the inducement of Iran to return to the negotiating table. 

Question:  The United States intends to deploy elements of its missile defense system in the Czech Republic and Poland.  Did you touch upon this theme? 

Foreign Minister Lavrov: Yes, we voiced our well-known concerns.  Under existing arrangements, consultations are being conducted between military experts of the two countries so that we have no misunderstandings.  This is an important process.  We want to carry it on.  So far what we've heard doesn't convince us that this is an adequate response to the real threats that exist today in the field of nuclear and missile proliferation.  We will continue this dialogue.  The American leadership has assured us that it will try to do so that our concerns are definitively cleared up.  We'll see. 

Question: There seems to be a new turn in Kosovo settlement in the offing? Is that really so? 

Foreign Minister Lavrov: Kosovo is the theme where, as distinct from Iran and from Iraq and from the Middle East, the differences in our positions bear a principled character.  So far we do not have a common vision of how this problem ought to be solved.  We are convinced that this needs to be done through negotiation only, looking for a scheme that will be approved by the Serbs and Pristina alike.  The Americans have a slightly different vision.  While preferring this kind of solution, they believe that to be slow will be wrong and that it is necessary to tackle the issue via the UN Security Council.  But it does not suit us, the scheme that presupposes imposing on either side what is unacceptable to it. 

Question: Did you receive explanations about the Americans' buildup of their military presence in the Persian Gulf? 

Foreign Minister Lavrov: We did touch upon this question.  The American side assured us that they have no plans of war against Iran and that the presence of additional manpower and resources in the Gulf area is directed towards stabilizing the situation and calming fears among the Gulf counties. 

Question: Was the question of the recent American sanctions against a number of Russian companies discussed? 

Foreign Minister Lavrov: Sure enough, we discussed it.  We again showed by citing facts the illegitimacy of the application of the US Iran and Syria Nonproliferation Act to the Russian companies that have nothing to do with proliferation and which are supplying to Iran products not prohibited by any international treaties or our legislation.  The American side believes it has a right to the measures which were imposed against our companies.  We absolutely do not agree with it.  We will be seeking to get these sanctions cancelled, just as we succeeded in the case of Sukhoi. 

Question: Was the theme of the Jackson-Vanik amendment touched upon at your meeting with congressmen? 

Foreign Minister Lavrov:Certainly.  I touched upon it at the meeting with senators and at the meeting with President Bush and at the meeting with Secretary Rice, and the day before yesterday at my meeting with the American Jewish Committee in New York.  All my interlocutors said with one voice that they saw no reasons for the preservation of this amendment.  At the same time to my question who is then against, if leading senators, the Administration and the Jewish Committee consider this amendment no longer corresponding to the real state of affairs and the level of our relations, there has been no answer.  This implies that there are certain hidden forces that are obstructing its removal.  We know the specifics of the functioning of the US Congress, where any congressman or senator may throw in an amendment having no bearing on the matter in hand in order to try to solve a problem of their own state or constituency.  Our interlocutors acknowledge that this truly constitutes such an awkward situation which is part of their political system, but they were all assuring us that they would be working in order to get this amendment removed this year. 

Question:  Did President Bush raise the question of Russian-Georgian relations? 

Foreign Minister Lavrov: No.
